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a biological lab, the very same lab that had 
been banned by the United Nations. It will 
be a matter of time. 

Let me talk about Iraq, and I appreciate 
you bringing it up. If I think something that 
needs to be done to enhance the security of 
the American people, I’ll do it. You see, that’s 
my most important job, is to protect the secu-
rity of America. 

Secondly, I believe in freedom for people, 
and I suffer when I hear the stories of what 
took place inside of Iraq, the mass graves that 
have been discovered, the torture chambers, 
the jails for children. And the Iraqi people 
are going to benefit mightily from the actions 
of the United States and a lot of other na-
tions, because they’ll be free. And we’ve been 
there for about 90 days. And the world is 
such that they expect democracy to have oc-
curred yesterday. It’s going to take a while 
for a free, democratic Iraq to evolve. But it’s 
going to happen. And history will show you 
what a—it will show you or the skeptics that 
we are actually correct in our assessment of 
Mr. Saddam Hussein. 

Ms. Makagabo. All right, Mr. President. 
I think that’s where I’m going to have to leave 
it. 

The President. Thank you very much for 
coming. Hope to see you in South Africa. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:33 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Statement on Signing the Strengthen 
AmeriCorps Program Act 
July 3, 2003

Today I have signed into law S. 1276, the 
‘‘Strengthen AmeriCorps Program Act.’’ The 
Act clarifies the methods by which the Cor-
poration for National and Community Serv-
ice (CNCS) records obligations to the Na-
tional Service Trust for volunteer educational 
awards by authorizing the use of estimating 
methodology similar to other comparable 
programs. In order to ensure appropriate ac-
countability hereafter, the Act also provides 
for annual independent audits of the Trust. 

Section 2(b)(2) of the Act purports to re-
quire the CNCS to consult the Director of 
the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), a 
legislative agent, in executing section 
2(b)(1)(B) of the Act relating to determina-
tion of a formula for calculating certain obli-
gations for recordation. Because section 191 
of the National and Community Service Act 
of 1990 (NCSA) (42 U.S.C. 12651) assigns 
to the CNCS the Executive function to ‘‘ad-
minister the programs established under the 
national service laws,’’ and because the 
CNCS is an ‘‘Executive agency’’ under sec-
tion 105 of title 5 of the United States Code 
by virtue of the provisions of section 191 of 
the NCSA and section 103 of title 5, the 
CNCS is plainly part of the unitary executive 
branch. 

Since a statute cannot constitutionally re-
quire the executive branch to involve a legis-
lative agent in executive decision-making, the 
executive branch shall construe section 
2(b)(2) as requiring the CNCS only to notify 
the Director of the CBO with regard to the 
matters addressed by the provision. At the 
same time, the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the CNCS shall, as a matter of 
comity between the executive and legislative 
branches, seek and consider the views of the 
Director of CBO in this matter as the CEO 
deems appropriate. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 3, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 1276, approved July 3, was assigned 
Public Law No. 108–45.

Message on the Observance of 
Independence Day, 2003
July 3, 2003

On July 4, 1776, our Founders adopted 
the Declaration of Independence, creating a 
great Nation and establishing a hopeful vision 
of liberty and equality that endures today. 
This Independence Day, we express grati-
tude for our many blessings and we celebrate 
the ideals of freedom and opportunity that 
our Nation holds dear. 
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