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where we still need a strong U.S. and Euro-
pean cooperation. We believe strongly in
transatlantic partnership. There is no alter-
native to this. I think that President Bush
and the United States of America, along with
the EU, have still to be very, very closely
cooperating in a couple of issues in Europe.

So thank you very much, Mr. President,
for warm reception and very fruitful discus-
sion.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. I appre-
ciate it. Good job. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on Signing the Northern
California Coastal Wild Heritage
Wilderness Act

October 17, 2006

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 233,
the “Northern California Coastal Wild Herit-
age Wilderness Act.” The Act strengthens
protection of certain lands in California.

Section 4(i)(2) of the Act purports to give
binding legal effect to guidelines in an ap-
pendix to a report issued by a congressional
committee, which was not incorporated into
the Act and for which presentment was not
made. Consistent with the bicameral ap-
proval and presentment requirements of the
Constitution for the making of a law, the ex-
ecutive branch shall, in carrying out the Act,
take appropriate account of the guidelines as
a matter of comity between the executive and
legislative branches.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 17, 2006.

Note: H.R. 233, approved October 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109-362.
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Statement on Signing the John
Warner National Defense

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2007

October 17, 2006

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 5122,
the “John Warner National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (the “Act”).
The Act authorizes funding for the defense
of the United States and its interests abroad,
for military construction, for national secu-
rity-related energy programs, and for mari-
time security-related transportation pro-
grams.

Several provisions of the Act call for execu-
tive branch officials to submit to the Con-
gress recommendations for legislation, or
purport to regulate the manner in which the
President formulates recommendations to
the Congress for legislation. These provisions
include sections 516(h), 575(g), 603(b),
705(d), 719(b), 721(e), 741(e), 813, 1008,
1016(d), 1035(b)(3), 1047(b), and 1102 of the
Act, section 118(b)(4) of title 10, United
States Code, as amended by section 1031 of
the Act, section 2773b of title 10 as amended
by section 1053 of the Act, and section 403
of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 108-375) as amended by section 403
of the Act. The executive branch shall con-
strue these provisions in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to supervise the unitary executive branch and
to recommend for the consideration of the
Congress such measures as the President
deems necessary and expedient.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tions 914 and 1512 of the Act, which purport
to make consultation with specified Mem-
bers of Congress a precondition to the execu-
tion of the law, as calling for but not man-
dating such consultation, as is consistent with
the Constitution’s provisions concerning the
separate powers of the Congress to legislate
and the President to execute the laws.

A number of provisions in the Act call for
the executive branch to furnish information
to the Congress or other entities on various
subjects. These provisions include sections
219, 313, 360, 1211, 1212, 1213, 1227, 1402,
and 3116 of the Act, section 427 of title 10,
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United States Code, as amended by section
932 of the Act, and section 1093 of the Ron-
ald W. Reagan National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (Public Law
108-375) as amended by section 1061 of the
Act. The executive branch shall construe
such provisions in a manner consistent with
the President’s constitutional authority to
withhold information the disclosure of which
could impair foreign relations, the national
security, the deliberative processes of the Ex-
ecutive, or the performance of the Execu-
tive’s constitutional duties.

The executive branch shall construe as ad-
visory section 1011(b)(2) of the Act, which
purports to prohibit the Secretary of the
Navy from retiring a specified warship from
operational status unless, among other
things, a treaty organization established by
the U.S. and foreign nations gives formal no-
tice that it does not desire to maintain and
operate that warship. If construed as manda-
tory rather than advisory, the provision would
impermissibly interfere with the President’s
constitutional authority to conduct the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs and as Commander in

Chief.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 1211, which purports to require the ex-
ecutive branch to undertake certain consulta-
tions with foreign governments and follow
certain steps in formulating and executing
U.S. foreign policy, in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authorities
to conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs and
to supervise the unitary executive branch.

As is consistent with the principle of statu-
tory construction of giving effect to each of
two statutes addressing the same subject
whenever they can co-exist, the executive
branch shall construe section 130d of title
10, as amended by section 1405 of the Act,
which provides further protection against dis-
closure of certain homeland security infor-
mation in certain circumstances, as in addi-
tion to, and not in derogation of, the broader
protection against disclosure of information
afforded by section 892 of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 and other law protecting

1837

broadly against disclosure of such informa-
tion.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 17, 2006.

Note: H.R. 5122, approved October 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109-364.

Statement on the Population of the
United States Reaching 300 Million

October 17, 2006

For more than two centuries, America has
been a beacon of hope and opportunity for
people around the world, millions of whom
came here to live in freedom and make better
lives for themselves and their families. Today
we celebrate a significant milestone—the
population of the United States has now
reached 300 million. Our continued growth
is a testament to our country’s dynamism and
a reminder that America’s greatest asset is
our people.

America is built on a shared love of free-
dom and a belief in the dignity and matchless
value of every human being. Our confidence
in our people has carried us to ever greater
achievements in all areas of human endeavor
and allowed us to remain the world’s most
vibrant and innovative country. And so long
as we insist on high standards in education,
place our trust in the talents and ingenuity
of ordinary Americans, and protect our free-
doms, we will remain the land of opportunity
for generations to come. We welcome this
milestone as further proof that the American
Dream remains as bright and hopeful as ever.

Remarks at Waldo C. Falkener
Elementary School in Greensboro,
North Carolina

October 18, 2006

Thank you very much, Madam Secretary.
I've known Margaret, as she said, a long time,
and I'm very proud of the job she’s doing.
She knows what she’s talking about when it
comes to the schools in America, and she
and I are going to work to make sure that
every child gets an excellent education.



