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moves. And so, Ann, thank you for your ex-
ample.

I've tried to do the same thing myself. Ear-
lier this year, to detect whether or not I could
be infected with colorectal cancer, I had a
screening. Turns out everything the Presi-
dent does is in the public view. [Laughter]

Screenings can save lives, and that’s impor-
tant. None of us are immune. All of us can
be wise about how we take advantage of tech-
nologies. I want not only to make Americans
aware of screenings, but scientists are now
actively investigating new ways to make
screenings better, so we can detect cancer
earlier.

For example, again Andy’s outfit, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, is launching a new
clinical trial to study the most effective ways
to detect lung cancer. Scientists have also de-
veloped promising new tests that analyses a
single drop of blood to detect ovarian cancer
in its earliest stages, even before symptoms
develop. Many women are diagnosed with
ovarian cancer too late, because the symp-
toms can easily be mistaken for other condi-
tions. This new discovery brings great hope,
great hope, for overcoming this disease.

There are still many high medical hurdles
that we're going to have to clear here in
America. But for the first time in human his-
tory, we can say with certainty, the war on
cancer is winnable. And this Nation will not
quit until our victory is complete.

And now it's my pleasure to introduce a
man who doesn’t know the meaning of the
word “quit.” Just a few years ago, he was
diagnosed with cancer. He was weakened by
chemotherapy treatments and told he had a
50-50 chance of surviving. But he’s done
more than survive. As anybody who knows
anything about sports knows, he’s triumphed.
His story, from cancer diagnosis to his fourth
straight victory in the Tour de France, is one
of the great human dramas in sports history.

And today—he asked me not to say it, so
I'm going to say it anyway—{laughter]—is his
31st birthday. And now, it's my honor to
present to you a son of Texas, a great Amer-
ican, a wonderful champ, Lance Armstrong.

[At this point, Lance Armstrong made brief
remarks. |

The President. Appreciate you, Lance.
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Again, thank you all for coming. We'll all
be celebrating Lance’s birthday in the State
Dining Room here at the end of the hall.
He made a little cake for you. He looks for-
ward to you singing “Happy Birthday” to
him. [Laughter]

In the meantime, many in this room are
involved in this war. I want to thank you for
your efforts, thank you for your love for your
fellow Americans.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Mr. Armstrong. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the
John F. Kennedy Center Plaza
Authorization Act of 2002

September 18, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5012,
an Act to amend the John F. Kennedy Center
Act, authorizing a construction project to im-
prove, among other things, pedestrian, vehic-
ular, and bicycle access to the Kennedy Cen-
ter.

As added by H.R. 5012, however, section
12(b)(5) purports to make the Secretary of
Transportation’s (Secretary) entry into con-
tracts “[sJubject to the approval of the
Board.” Because the membership of the
Board of Trustees of the Kennedy Center
(Board) by law includes Members of Con-
gress, the Board cannot constitutionally exer-
cise executive power, such as the power to
approve the exercise of contracting authority
by the head of an executive department. The
exercise of such power by Members of Con-
gress would violate the separation of powers
embodied in our Constitution.

It is not evident that the Congress would
have withheld contracting authority from the
Secretary absent the invalid Board approval
requirement. Therefore the executive branch
shall treat the Board approval requirement
as severable from the remainder of section
12(b)(5), leaving fully operative the con-
tracting authority granted to the Secretary.
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As a matter of comity, the Secretary shall
consult the Board as appropriate in relation
to the Secretary’s exercise of the authority

to enter into contracts under section
12(b)(5).

George W. Bush
The White House,

September 18, 2002.

NotE: H.R. 5012, approved September 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 107-224.

Executive Order 13274—
Environmental Stewardship and
Transportation Infrastructure
Project Reviews

September 18, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and to enhance
environmental stewardship and streamline
the environmental review and development
of transportation infrastructure projects, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. The development and
implementation of transportation infrastruc-
ture projects in an efficient and environ-
mentally sound manner is essential to the
well-being of the American people and a
strong American economy. Executive depart-
ments and agencies (agencies) shall take ap-
propriate actions, to the extent consistent
with applicable law and available resources,
to promote environmental stewardship in the
Nation’s transportation system and expedite
environmental reviews of high-priority trans-
portation infrastructure projects.

Sec. 2. Actions. (a) For transportation in-
frastructure projects, agencies shall, in sup-
port of the Department of Transportation,
formulate and implement administrative,
policy, and procedural mechanisms that en-
able each agency required by law to conduct
environmental reviews (reviews) with respect
to such projects to ensure completion of such
reviews in a timely and environmentally re-
sponsible manner.

(b) In furtherance of the policy set forth
in section 1 of this order, the Secretary of
Transportation, in coordination with agencies
as appropriate, shall advance environmental
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stewardship through cooperative actions with
project sponsors to promote protection and
enhancement of the natural and human envi-
ronment in the planning, development, oper-
ation, and maintenance of transportation fa-
cilities and services.

(c) The Secretary of Transportation shall
designate for the purposes of this order a list
of high-priority transportation infrastructure
projects that should receive expedited agency
reviews and shall amend such list from time
to time as the Secretary deems appropriate.
For projects on the Secretary’s list, agencies
shall to the maximum extent practicable ex-
pedite their reviews for relevant permits or
other approvals, and take related actions as
necessary, consistent with available resources
and applicable laws, including those relating
to safety, public health, and environmental
protection.

Sec. 3. Interagency Task Force. (a) Estab-
lishment. There is established, within the De-
partment of Transportation for administra-
tive purposes, the interagency “Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Streamlining Task
Force” (Task Force) to: (i) monitor and assist
agencies in their efforts to expedite a review
of transportation infrastructure projects and
issue permits or similar actions, as necessary;
(ii) review projects, at least quarterly, on the
list of priority projects pursuant to section
2(c) of this order; and (iii) identify and pro-
mote policies that can effectively streamline
the process required to provide approvals for
transportation infrastructure projects, in
compliance with applicable law, while main-
taining safety, public health, and environ-
mental protection.

(b) Membership and Operation. The Task
Force shall promote interagency cooperation
and the establishment of appropriate mecha-
nisms to coordinate Federal, State, tribal,
and local agency consultation, review, ap-
proval, and permitting of transportation in-
frastructure projects. The Task Force shall
consist exclusively of the following officers
of the United States: the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Secretary of Commerce, Secretary
of Transportation (who shall chair the Task
Force), Secretary of the Interior, Secretary
of Defense, Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Chairman of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation,



