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And overseas we're chasing the killers
down, one person at a time—one at a time.
Slowly but surely, we're dismantling the Al
Qaida network. There is no cave dark enough
or deep enough to hide from the justice of
the United States of America. And it doesn’t
matter how long it takes, this Nation will stay
on course to find them, to bring them to jus-
tice, to make sure America’s homeland is se-
cure.

These essential steps do not complete our
work, and that's important for America to
know. In the war against terror, our goal is
to take every measure that is necessary, to
gather all information that is available and
gain every advantage that is possible. An ag-
gressive investigation into September the
11th, with a responsible concern for sensitive
information that will allow us to win the war
on terror, will contribute to the security of
this country.

This commission’s findings may show a
need for further reform in intelligence gath-
ering and other areas. I'm confident that
under Dr. Kissinger’s leadership the commis-
sion’s work will be thorough. The rec-
ommendations will be helpful and useful.

I also hope that the commission will act
quickly and issue its report prior to the 18-
month deadline embodied in the legislation.
After all, if there’s changes that need to be
made, we need to know them as soon as pos-
sible, for the security of our country. The
sooner we have the commission’s conclu-
sions, the sooner this administration will act
on them.

And as a people, Americans are always
looking forward. As a nation, we’re working
every day to build a future that is peaceful
and secure. To reach this goal we must learn
all about the past that we can. So with this
commission we have formed today, America
will learn more about the evil that was done
to us. And the understanding we will gain
will serve us for years to come. This commis-
sion is not only important for this administra-
tion; this commission will be important for
future administrations, until the world is se-
cure from the evildoers that hate what we
stand for.

I ask the Members of Congress that are
here today to please come up and join me
as I sign this important legislation.
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May God bless the families of those who
suffered on September the 11th. May God
bless you today. May God bless you for long
days to come, and may God continue to bless
America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. H.R. 4628,
approved November 27, was assigned Public Law
No. 107-306.

Statement on Signing the
Intelligence Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2003

November 27, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4628,
the “Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2003,” which authorizes appropriations
to fund United States intelligence activities,
including activities essential to success in the
war against global terrorism. This Act also
establishes the National Commission on Ter-
rorist Attacks Upon the United States to ex-
amine and report on the facts and causes re-
lating to the September 11th terrorist attacks.
The Commission will build upon the work
of the congressional joint inquiries to care-
fully examine the circumstances surrounding
the attacks and the lessons to be learned from
them. I expect that the Commission’s final
report will contain important recommenda-
tions for steps that can be taken to improve
our preparedness for and response to ter-
rorist attacks in the future.

The executive branch shall implement sec-
tions 325, 334, and 826 of the Act, and sec-
tion 8H(g)(1)(A) of the Inspector General
Act of 1978 as enacted by section 825 of the
Act, relating to submission of recommenda-
tions to the Congress, in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to supervise the unitary executive branch.

Many provisions of the Act, including sec-
tion 342 and title VIIIL, establish new require-
ments for the executive branch to disclose
sensitive information. As I have noted in
signing last year’s Intelligence Authorization
Act and other similar legislation, the execu-
tive branch shall construe such provisions in
a manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information
the disclosure of which could impair foreign
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relations, the national security, the delibera-
tive processes of the Executive, or the per-
formance of the Executive’s constitutional
duties.

The executive branch shall construe sub-
sections 501(d) and (e), relating to the num-
ber and activities of military personnel de-
ployed abroad, in a manner consistent with
the President’s constitutional authority as
Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 27, 2002.

NotE: H.R. 4628, approved November 27, was
assigned Public Law No. 107-306.

Memorandum on a Determination
Under the Interstate Commerce
Commission Termination Act of 1995

November 27, 2002

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Determination Under the Interstate
Commerce Commission Termination Act of
1995

Section 6 of the Bus Regulatory Reform
Act of 1982, Public Law 97-261, 96 Stat.
1103, imposed a moratorium on the issuance
of certificates or permits to motor carriers
domiciled in, or owned or controlled by per-
sons of, a contiguous foreign country and au-
thorized the President to modify the morato-
rium. The Interstate Commerce Commission
Termination Act of 1995 (ICCTA), Public
Law 104-88, 109 Stat. 803, maintained these
restrictions, subject to modifications made
prior to the enactment of the ICCTA, and
empowered the President to make further
modifications to the moratorium.

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 13902(c)(3), I modi-
fied the moratorium on June 5, 2001, to allow
motor carriers domiciled in the United States
that are owned or controlled by persons of
Mexico to obtain operating authority to trans-
port international cargo by truck between
points in the United States and to provide
bus services between points in the United
States.
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The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) established a schedule for
liberalizing certain restrictions on the provi-
sion of bus and truck services by Mexican-
domiciled motor carriers in the United
States. Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 13902(c)(3), I
hereby determine that the following modi-
fications to the moratorium are consistent
with obligations of the United States under
NAFTA and with our national transportation
policy and that the moratorium shall be
modified accordingly.

First, qualified motor carriers domiciled in
Mexico will be allowed to obtain operating
authority to transport passengers in cross-
border scheduled bus services. Second,
qualified motor carriers domiciled in Mexico
will be allowed to obtain operating authority
to provide cross-border truck services. The
moratorium on the issuance of certificates or
permits to Mexican-domiciled motor carriers
for the provision of truck or bus services be-
tween points in the United States will remain
in place. These modifications shall be effec-
tive on the date of this memorandum.

Furthermore, pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
13902(c)(5), I hereby determine that expedi-
tious action is required to implement this
modification to the moratorium. Effective on
the date of this memorandum, the Depart-
ment of Transportation is authorized to act
on applications, submitted by motor carriers
domiciled in Mexico, to obtain operating au-
thority to provide cross-border scheduled bus
services and cross-border truck services. In
reviewing such applications, the Department
shall continue to work closely with the De-
partment of Justice, the Office of Homeland
Security, and other relevant Federal depart-
ments, agencies, and offices in order to help
ensure the security of the border and to pre-
vent potential threats to national security.

Motor carriers domiciled in Mexico oper-
ating in the United States will be subject to
the same Federal and State laws, regulations,
and procedures that apply to carriers domi-
ciled in the United States. These include
safety regulations, such as drug and alcohol
testing requirements; insurance require-
ments; taxes and fees; and other applicable
laws and regulations, including those admin-
istered by the United States Customs Serv-
ice, the Immigration and Naturalization



