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action would cause damage to that industry 
that would be difficult to repair; and to pro-
vide provisional relief with respect to imports 
that are subject to an affirmative determina-
tion of critical circumstances that is necessary 
to remedy or prevent the serious damage. 

(7) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 22, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 23. 

Remarks Following a Visit With 
Wounded Troops at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center 
December 21, 2004 

Laura and I have just come from a remark-
able place called the Fisher House, a facility 
where wounded soldiers and their families 
are provided comfort during their trials. And 
we just want to thank the people who have 
supported the Fisher House, thank the folks 
here at Walter Reed for providing such in-
credibly good health care. 

Today we had a rocket attack that took a 
lot of lives. Any time of the year it’s a time 
of sorrow and sadness when we lose a loss 
of life. This time of year is particularly sor-
rowful for the families as we head into the 
Christmas season. We pray for them. We 
send our heartfelt condolences to the loved 
ones who suffer today. Just want them to 
know that the mission is a vital mission for 
peace. The idea of a democracy taking hold 
in what was a place of tyranny and hatred 
and destruction is such a hopeful moment 
in the history of the world. 

And I want to thank the soldiers who are 
there and thank those who have sacrificed 
and the families who are worried about them 

during this Christmas season for their sac-
rifices. This is a very important and vital mis-
sion. I’m confident democracy will prevail in 
Iraq. I know a free Iraq will lead to a more 
peaceful world. So we ask for God’s blessings 
on all who are involved in that vital mission. 

Thank you very much. Have a good holi-
day. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. 

Statement on Signing the Specialty 
Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 
December 21, 2004 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3242, 
the ‘‘Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 
2004’’ (the ‘‘Act’’). The Act is designed to 
increase the competitiveness of fruits, vege-
tables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and nursery 
crops grown in the United States. 

Section 1408A of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977, as amended by section 303 of 
the Act, purports to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to take into consideration certain 
advisory board-approved findings and rec-
ommendations in preparing the Secretary’s 
annual departmental budget proposal to the 
President and to disclose to the Congress 
how the Secretary addressed each such rec-
ommendation. The executive branch shall 
construe section 1408A in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional au-
thority to supervise the unitary executive 
branch, to require the opinions of principal 
officers of the executive departments, to rec-
ommend for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President shall 
judge necessary and expedient, and to with-
hold information the disclosure of which 
could impair the deliberative processes of the 
Executive or the performance of the Execu-
tive’s constitutional duties. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 21, 2004. 

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 3242, ap-
proved December 21, had not been received by 
the Office of the Federal Register for assignment 
of a Public Law number. 
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