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Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2008

November 13, 2007

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3222,
the “Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2008.” The Act appropriates funds need-
ed to support the U.S. Armed Forces as they
protect the United States and the American
people and advance United States interests
around the globe.

The Act contains certain provisions iden-
tical to those found in prior bills passed by
the Congress that might be construed to be
inconsistent with my Constitutional respon-
sibilities (sections 8005, 8009, 8012(b),
8034(b), 8052, 8082, 8085, 8089, 8091, and
8116, and the provision concerning consoli-
dation under the heading “Operation and
Maintenance, Defense Wide”). To avoid
such potential infirmities, I will interpret and
construe such provisions in the same manner
as I have previously stated in regard to those
provisions.

The Act also continues through December
14, 2007, funding for Government programs
for which the Congress has not yet passed
regular appropriations acts. However, the
Act does not provide funds needed to sup-
port members of the U.S. Armed Forces de-
ployed for combat in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and I expect and urge the Congress to
promptly present separate legislation to meet
that urgent funding need.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 13, 2007.

Executive Order 13450—Improving
Government Program Performance

November 13, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including sections
305 and 306 of title 5, sections 1115, 1116,
and 9703 of title 31, and chapter 28 of title
39, United States Code, and to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of the Federal
Government and promote greater account-
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ability of that Government to the American
people, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. 1t is the policy of the
Federal Government to spend taxpayer dol-
lars effectively, and more effectively each
year. Agencies shall apply taxpayer resources
efficiently in a manner that maximizes the
effectiveness of Government programs in
serving the American people.

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order:

(a) “agency” means:

(i) an executive agency as defined in sec-

tion 105 of title 5, United States
Code, other than the Government Ac-
countability Office; and

(ii) the United States Postal Service and

the Postal Regulatory Commission;

(b) “agency Performance Improvement
Officer” means an employee of an agency
who is a member of the Senior Executive
Service or equivalent service, and who is des-
ignated by the head of the agency to carry
out the duties set forth in section 5 of this
order.

Sec. 3. Duties of Heads of Agencies. To
assist in implementing the policy set forth
in section 1 of this order, the head of each
agency shall, with respect to each program
administered in whole or in part by the agen-
cy:

y(a) approve for implementation:

(i) clear annual and long-term goals de-
fined by objectively measurable outcomes;
and

(ii) specific plans for achieving the goals,
including:

(A) assignments to specified agency per-
sonnel of:

(1) the duties necessary to achieve the
goals; and

(2) the authority and resources nec-
essary to fulfill such duties;
(B) means to measure:

(1) progress toward achievement of
the goals; and

(2) efficiency in use of resources in
making that progress; and
(C) mechanisms for ensuring contin-
uous accountability of the specified
agency personnel to the head of the
agency for achievement of the goals and
efficiency in use of resources in achieve-
ment of the goals;



