1602

I am disappointed that my initiative to in-
crease the Low-Income Weatherization As-
sistance Program by $120 million was re-
duced by $43 million in the final version of
this bill. This reduction will deny program
benefits for over 17,000 low-income families,
compared with my request.

Several provisions in the bill purport to re-
quire congressional approval before execu-
tive branch execution of aspects of the bill.
I will interpret such provisions to require no-
tification only, since any other interpretation
would contradict the Supreme Court ruling
in INS v. Chadha.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 5, 2001.

NotE: H.R. 2217, approved November 5, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-63.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriations Act,
2002

November 5, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2904,
the “Military Construction Appropriations
Act, 2002,” which provides $10.5 billion for
military construction and family housing pro-
grams administered by the Department of
Defense.

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The Act abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and funds
the vast majority of my request for military
construction projects, the military housing
program, and other projects for our military
personnel and their families. The requested
projects are critical to supporting military
readiness and the quality of life for our sol-
diers. My Administration showed its commit-
ment to improving the quality of housing
available to our military personnel and their
families by including an additional $400 mil-
lion in the FY 2002 Budget. I want to thank
the Congress for including it in this bill.
However, I am disappointed that the bill in-
cludes a 1.127 percent general reduction,
and a rescission of $55 million from the Bal-
listic Missile Defense Organization.

Nov. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

As America battles terrorism, we must en-
sure that our men and women in uniform
live in, train at, and deploy from adequate
facilities. This bill shows our commitment to
our service members by constructing and up-
grading military installations, and military
family housing in the United States and over-
seas.

My Administration appreciates that the
Congress has worked expeditiously during
this difficult and trying time in our Nation’s
history to consider the FY 2002 appropria-
tions bills. Now, through a renewed sense
of bipartisanship, the Congress and my Ad-
ministration must work together to ensure
the timely enactment of the remaining bills.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 5, 2001.

NotE: H.R. 2904, approved November 5, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-64.

Proclamation 7493—National
Adoption Month, 2001

November 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Children deserve to be raised in loving
families with parents who protect and nur-
ture them. For some children, adoption is
their best chance for a healthy and happy
life. Each year, American families adopt ap-
proximately 120,000 newborn or older chil-
dren, providing them with a loving and sup-
portive environment.

Despite this substantial number of annual
adoptions, more than 134,000 children are
currently waiting adoption. While our foster
care system can provide a safe, temporary
home for these children, adoption would give
them the love and stability of a permanent
family that would better enable them to de-
velop to their full potential.

My Administration is working to help
states promote and support adoptions. This
year, 35 states and the District of Columbia
received adoption incentive awards for in-
creasing the number of children they placed



