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dedication show the good heart of our coun-
try, and I'm proud you all are here at the
White House.

Thanksgiving is a holiday rooted in the
American spirit of gratitude and sharing. We
see this spirit in America today. When the
communities along the gulf coast were dev-
astated by Hurricane Katrina, Americans
came together to provide help for their
neighbors in need. It was a remarkable out-
pouring of compassion and generosity. That
outpouring of compassion demonstrated
once again that the great strength of our
country lies in the hearts and souls of our
citizens.

We also give thanks on Thanksgiving for
our many blessings, and we thank those who
are far away from home who protect our free-
doms. It’s through the courage and skill of
our Armed Forces that we’re safe as a nation,
and we're very proud of their service.

We think of our military families who will
have an empty seat at the table this Thanks-
giving. The American people are thankful for
the sacrifice of the American military families
as well. America’s men and women in uni-
form and their families have our gratitude,
not only on Thanksgiving but on every day.

Our guest of honor seems about ready to
come on in and say hello. So without further
ado, I grant Marshmallow and Yam a Presi-
dential pardon. In the meantime, may God
bless you all and your families during this
Thanksgiving season.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building.

Statement on Signing the Science,
State, Justice, Commerce, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2006

November 22, 2005

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2862,
the “Science, State, Justice, Commerce, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006.”
The Act funds the Departments of Justice,
Commerce, and State, and several inde-
pendent agencies, including the Federal
Trade Commission, the Small Business Ad-
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ministration, and the Securities and Ex-
change Commission.

The executive branch shall construe as ad-
visory the provisions of the Act that purport
to direct or burden the Executive’s conduct
of foreign relations, including the authority
to recognize foreign states and negotiate
international agreements on behalf of the
United States, or limit the President’s author-
ity as Commander in Chief. These provisions
include sections 405, 413, 414, 631, 637, and
language under the headings “International
Trade Administration, Operations and Ad-
ministration” and “Contributions for Inter-
national Peacekeeping Activities.”

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 22, 2005.

NotE: H.R. 2862 approved November 22, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109-108.

Message on the First Anniversary of
the Orange Revolution

November 22, 2005

I send greetings to those celebrating the
first anniversary of the Orange Revolution.

One year ago today, hundreds of thou-
sands of Ukrainian citizens stood up to de-
fend democracy in their homeland. Through
great courage and determination, they
showed the world that the love of liberty is
stronger than the will of tyranny. Last year’s
revolution was a powerful example of free-
dom and democracy in action and an inspira-
tion to those aspiring for freedom in their
own land.

Ukraine’s leadership now faces an historic
opportunity and has an historic responsibility
to fulfill the promise of the Orange Revolu-
tion and continue to transform Ukraine into
a fully democratic state. The United States
will continue to support the efforts of Presi-
dent Viktor Yushchenko in advancing a
democratic, prosperous, and secure Ukraine,
and America is proud to call Ukraine a friend.

Laura and I send our best wishes on this
special occasion.

George W. Bush



