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So we've got an energy bill up there. Let
me just make this very clear to you. We can
find energy at home, and we need to do that.
We can do it in environmentally friendly
ways by using technology. We need to have
clean coal technology. We need to be finding
natural gas in our own hemisphere. For the
sake of your economic security and your job
security and for the sake of national security,
this country must become less dependent on
foreign sources of energy.

Listen, I'm honored you all came out to
say hello. | appreciate you giving me a chance
to—Carl and you all—to come and talk about
jobs and what’s happening in the economy
and how we can continue to create an envi-
ronment for job creation. I'm excited about
the future because | know the nature of
America. We've overcome a lot in this coun-
try. We really have. But I'm not surprised,
because | know the nature of the citizens
who live in this country. People are tough
when they need to be tough and compas-
sionate when they need to be compassionate,
people who work hard. As | said, and | meant
it, the best workforce in the world is right
here in America, right here in front of me.

There’s going to be other challenges in
front of America. But there’s no doubt in my
mind we will meet every challenge because
of the nature of this country. This country
is freedom’s home. This country is freedom'’s
defender. And this country believes the
American Dream ought to be available to ev-
erybody. And we need to create that environ-
ment so people can realize that dream.

I am so proud to be with you all. I want
to thank you for your hospitality. May God
bless you and your families, and may God
continue to bless our great country. Thank
you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. Partici-
pants in the discussion included: Barry Bell, pro-
duction section leader, Carl Flescher, Jr., vice
president for corporate communications, and Ar-
chie “Lane” Gist and Henry Campbell, produc-
tion associates, BMW Manufacturing Corp.; Brian
Ludwiczak, maintenance supervisor, and Fred
Wilson, quality manager, Spartanburg Steel Prod-
ucts; and Stephen Thies, president and chief exec-
utive officer, Spartanburg Steel Products and
Spartanburg Stainless Products. In his remarks,
the President also referred to Gov. Mark Sanford
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of South Carolina; and David H. Wilkins, speaker,
South Carolina House of Representatives.

Statement on Signing the
Department of the Interior and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2004

November 10, 2003

Today, | have signed into law H.R. 2691,
the Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004.

Under the appropriations heading “Con-
struction” for the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
the Act refers to one subsection of title 25
of the United States Code that do not exist
(25 U.S.C. 2505(f)) and one provision in title
25 that exists (25 U.S.C. 2005(a)) but which,
as is plain from the text of the Act, is not
the provision to which the Act was intended
to refer. The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall submit imme-
diately on my behalf for the consideration
of the Congress legislation to correct these
errors in the Act. If corrective legislation is
not enacted before execution of the provi-
sions under the appropriations heading be-
comes necessary, the Attorney General shall
provide a legal opinion to the Secretary of
the Interior on how to faithfully execute the
appropriations heading in light of the errors
it contains.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tions 101 and 325 of the Act, which purport
to require the executive branch to submit to
the Congress in certain circumstances a re-
quest for a supplemental appropriation or for
enactment of other legislation, in a manner
consistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to submit for the consideration of
the Congress such measures as the President
judges necessary and expedient.

Many provisions in the Act purport to re-
quire the consent or approval of committees
of the Congress before executive branch exe-
cution of aspects of the Act or purport to
preclude executive branch execution of a
provision of the Act upon the written dis-
approval of such committees. The executive
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branch shall construe such provisions to re-
quire only natification to the Congress, be-
cause any other construction would con-
travene the constitutional principles set forth
by the United States Supreme Court in 1983
in its decision in INS v. Chadha.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 10, 2003.

Proclamation 7733—Veterans Day,
2003
November 10, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The willingness of America’s veterans to
sacrifice for our country has earned them our
lasting gratitude. On this, our Nation’s 50th
annual Veterans Day observance, we cele-
brate and honor the patriots who have fought
to protect the democratic ideals that are the
foundation of our country.

When the armistice ending World War |
was signed on November 11, 1918, more
than 4.7 million Americans put down their
arms and turned to the work of strengthening
our Nation. The end of that first global con-
flict was initially commemorated as Armistice
Day. In 1954, the Congress renamed the day
as Veterans Day to recognize all those who
have served in our Armed Forces.

Throughout our history, loyal citizens from
every corner of America have willingly as-
sumed the duty of military life. And time
after time, in conflicts across the globe, they
have proven that democracy is mightier than
tyranny. From World War | and World War
11, to the conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, and
the Persian Gulf, to the recent battles in the
war on terror, our military has built a great
tradition of courageous and faithful service.
Our veterans have helped bring freedom to
countries around the world. Free nations and
peoples liberated by American troops are
grateful for the long, distinguished line of
American veterans who have come to their
aid.

Today, our veterans inspire new genera-
tions of Americans as we work to defeat ter-
rorism and advance peace. In respect for and
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recognition of the contributions our service
men and women have made to the cause of
peace and freedom around the world, the
Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a))
that November 11 of each year shall be set
aside as a legal public holiday to honor vet-
erans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim November 11, 2003, as
Veterans Day and urge all Americans to ob-
serve November 9 through November 15,
2003, as National Veterans Awareness Week.
I encourage all Americans to recognize the
valor and sacrifice of our veterans through
appropriate ceremonies and prayers. | call
upon Federal, State, and local officials to dis-
play the flag of the United States and to par-
ticipate in patriotic activities in their commu-
nities. | invite civic and fraternal organiza-
tions, places of worship, schools, businesses,
unions, and the media to support this na-
tional observance with suitable commemora-
tive expressions and programs.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 13, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 14. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Reception in Greenville,
South Carolina

November 10, 2003

Thank you all for coming. I'm honored to
be here. Please be seated.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for those warm re-
marks. South Carolina will always have a big
part of my political career. I'm proud of all
the people here. | want to thank you for your
friendship. I remember 2000 very well.
Today we're laying the foundation for what
will be a South Carolina and a national vic-
tory in 2004.



