
1292 Oct. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

grids, chemical plants, communications sys-
tems, and transportation networks. At 
FEMA, you joined forces with State and local 
authorities to respond quickly and effectively 
to any emergency. 

All of you have been given a hard job, and 
you’re rising to the challenge. The American 
people understand the importance of your 
work, and so does the United States Con-
gress. The Homeland Security bill I will sign 
today commits $31 billion to securing our 
Nation, over $14 billion more than pre-Sep-
tember 11th levels. The bill increases fund-
ing for the key responsibilities at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and supports im-
portant new initiatives across the Depart-
ment. 

We’re providing $5.6 billion over the next 
decade to fund Project BioShield. Under this 
program, DHS will work with the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to ac-
celerate the development and procurement 
of advanced vaccines and treatments to pro-
tect Americans against biological or chemical 
or radiological threats. 

We’re providing $4 billion in grants for our 
Nation’s first-responders. We’re focusing 
$725 million on major urban areas where it 
is most needed. We’re also providing $40 
million for Citizen Corps Councils through 
which volunteers work with first-responders 
to prepare their communities for emer-
gencies. We’re ensuring that America’s fire-
fighters and police officers and emergency 
medical personnel have the best possible 
training and equipment and help they need 
to do their job. 

We’re better securing our borders and 
transportation systems while facilitating the 
flow of legitimate commerce. Our Container 
Security Initiative will allow for the screening 
of high-risk cargo at the world’s largest ports 
and intercept dangerous materials before 
they reach our shores, supporting the efforts 
to strengthen our air cargo security system 
for passenger aircraft, to expand research on 
cargo screening technologies. We’re making 
sure the Coast Guard has the resources to 
deploy additional maritime safety and secu-
rity teams and patrol boats and sea marshals 
to protect our ports and waterways. 

More than $900 million in this bill will go 
to science and technology projects, including 

a major effort to anticipate and counter the 
use of biological weapons. With more than 
$800 million, we will assess the 
vulnerabilities in our critical infrastructures; 
we’ll take action to protect them. 

We’re doing a lot here. And we’re expect-
ing a lot of you. When the terrorist enemies 
came into our country and took thousands 
of innocent lives, we made a decision in this 
country: We will not wait for enemies to 
strike again. We’ll take action to stop them. 
We’re not going to stand by while terrorists 
and their state sponsors plot, plan, and grow 
in strength. By the actions that we continue 
to take abroad, we are going to remove grave 
threats to America and the world. History has 
given us that charge, and that is a charge 
we will keep. 

We have been charged to protect our 
homeland as well. And that’s why we’re tak-
ing actions to strengthen our defenses and 
to make our Nation more secure. This bill 
is a major step forward in our ongoing effort, 
and I’m pleased to sign into law the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Appropriations 
Act of 2004. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. at the 
Department of Homeland Security. H.R. 2555, 
approved October 1, was assigned Public Law No. 
108–90. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on Signing the 
Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2004
October 1, 2003

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2555, 
the ‘‘Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2004.’’ This is the first reg-
ular appropriations act for the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

The executive branch shall construe as 
calling solely for notification the provisions 
of the Act that purport to require congres-
sional committee approval for the execution 
of a law. Any other construction would be 
inconsistent with the principles enunciated 
by the Supreme Court of the United States 
in 1983 in INS v. Chadha. Such provisions 
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include the purported approval requirements 
in the appropriations for expenses for the de-
velopment of the United States Visitor and 
Immigrant Status Indicator Technology 
project; customs and border protection auto-
mated systems; immigration and customs en-
forcement automated systems; operations, 
maintenance, and procurement of marine 
vessels, aircraft, and other related equipment 
of the air and marine program; expenses of 
the United States Secret Service; and also 
in sections 504, 511, and 516. To the extent 
that section 519 of the Act purports to allow 
an agent of the legislative branch to prevent 
implementation of the law unless the legisla-
tive agent reports to the Congress that the 
executive branch has met certain conditions, 
the executive branch shall construe such sec-
tion as advisory, in accordance with the 
Chadha principles. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 1, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 2555, approved October 1, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–90.

Interview With African Journalists 
October 2, 2003

The President. Listen, thanks. Just a cou-
ple of thoughts and then I’ll answer your 
questions. 

I’m really looking forward to welcoming 
President Kibaki here to Washington for a 
state dinner. It’s quite a dramatic event. I 
think the President will really enjoy the cere-
mony we have. My first hope is that the 
weather accommodates the arrival, because 
it is impressive. And it’s a way for us to send 
a strong message, not only to the President 
but to the people of Kenya, that one, we re-
spect the friendship, two, we like the co-
operation that we have, particularly on 
counterterrorism, three, we respect democ-
racy in our country, and we like leaders who 
uphold the democratic traditions. The Presi-
dent has done that. It was a good, clean elec-
tion. He won overwhelmingly. He is fol-
lowing through on some of his campaign 
pledges, which is an important part of de-
mocracy. One of the campaign pledges, as 

you know, is he’s interested in fighting cor-
ruption, and he’s taking action. 

Our visit is a chance to signal clearly that 
our strategy on the continent of Africa to 
work with nations to help solve regional dis-
putes and, particularly in this case, the 
Sudan, where the Kenyan Government has 
been most helpful and very constructive. So 
this is an important visit for us. It comes on 
the heels of my trip to the continent. It was 
an impressive trip for me. I remember it and 
will remember it for a long time. 

There are issues on the continent that are 
important for America, and there are oppor-
tunities on the continent that are important 
for the people on the continent and the 
world. And Kenya is a key player and a leader 
in east Africa. So that’s why he’s coming, and 
I look forward to it. It’s going to be a grand 
day. 

Let me answer a couple of questions. We’ll 
go around and save Charlie until the last 
here. 

Martin. 

Arrest of Kenyan Journalists 
Q. Mr. President, it’s a pleasure to be 

here. Overall——
The President. Please don’t take it per-

sonally, Charlie. [Laughter] 
Q. Overall, how does Kenya rank on your 

scorecard, since a new government took over 
in January? And in that light, how do you—
what would you say about recent events 
where three journalists were arrested and in-
timidated into talking about, you know, 
where they got a source. Kenya has a leak 
issue of its own. [Laughter] That kind of 
seemed to——

The President. Yes. I’m against leaks, 
Martin. [Laughter] And I would suggest all 
governments get to the bottom of every leak 
of classified information. [Laughter] And by 
the way, if you know anything, Martin, would 
you please bring it forward and help solve 
the problem? [Laughter] 

Q. In this particular case, it’s actually the 
method with which they went around dealing 
with it. That kind of, like, sent a chilling mes-
sage. 

The President. No, I understand. First, 
the fact that Kenya is coming—the President 
is coming for a state dinner, as I say, is a 
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