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U.N. blue helmets will be set up to stabilize
the situation, along the lines that we’ve done
in Sierra Leone, and once the situation is
calmer and stabilized, the U.S. would leave
and the U.N. peacekeepers would carry on
the operation.

The President. Yes, Dana [Dana Bash,
CNN], one last question.

State of the Union Address

Q. Mr. President, back on the question of
Iraq and that specific line that has been in
question

The President. Can you cite the line?
[Laughter]

Q. Really? I could, if you gave me time.

The President. When 1 gave the speech,
the line was relevant.

Q. So even though there has been some
question about the intelligence—the intel-
ligence community knowing beforehand that
perhaps it wasn’t, you still believe that when
you gave it

The President. Well, the speech that I
gave was cleared by the CIA. And look, I
mean, the thing that's important to realize
is that we're constantly gathering data. Sub-
sequent to the speech, the CIA had some
doubts. But when I gave the—when they
talked about the speech and when they
looked at the speech, it was cleared. Other-
wise, I wouldn’t have put it in the speech.
I'm not interested in talking about intel-
ligence unless it’s cleared by the CIA. And
as Director Tenet said, it was cleared by the
CIA.

The larger point is, and the fundamental
question is, did Saddam Hussein have a
weapons program? And the answer is: Abso-
lutely. And we gave him a chance to allow
the inspectors in, and he wouldn’t let them
in. And therefore, after a reasonable request,
we decided to remove him from power, along
with other nations, so as to make sure he
was not a threat to the United States and
our friends and allies in the region. I firmly
believe the decisions we made will make
America more secure and the world more
peaceful.

Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,

917

he referred to President Charles Taylor of Liberia;
L. Paul Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq;
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and
President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria. Sec-
retary-General Annan referred to Sergio Vieira de
Mello, U.N. Special Representative for Iraq; and
Ambassador Jacques Klein, U.N. Special Rep-
resentative for Liberia.

Statement on the Establishment of
the Iraqi Governing Council

July 14, 2003

The establishment of the Iragi Governing
Council is an important step forward in the
ongoing transition from ruthless dictatorship
to a free and democratic Iraq with Iragis de-
termining their own future. We look forward
to working with the Council as it moves to-
ward a democratic and prosperous Iraq, at
peace with its neighbors.

Statement on Signing Legislation To
Provide Bill Emerson and Mickey
Leland Hunger Fellowships

July 14, 2003

Today I am signing into law H.R. 2474,
which would permit the Congressional Hun-
ger Center to spend up to $3 million in funds
appropriated for each of fiscal years 2003 and
2004 to provide Bill Emerson and Mickey
Leland Hunger Fellowships.

Upon signing the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 on May 13, 2002,
I stated that the method of appointing mem-
bers to the Board of Trustees for the Hunger
Fellowship Program runs afoul of the Ap-
pointments Clause of the Constitution. The
current legislation does not adequately ad-
dress this constitutional problem, in that it
simply provides that the Hunger Fellowship
Program will be administered for 2 years by
a private, nonprofit corporation, the Con-
gressional Hunger Center. Again, I remain
prepared to work with the Congress on legis-
lation that will provide a long-term solution
for this constitutional infirmity. To avoid any
constitutional concerns stemming from the
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provision of funds to the Congressional Hun-
ger Center, I instruct the head of the depart-
ment to whose agency these funds are appro-
priated to treat the money as a grant and
ensure the Center’s compliance with the
terms of its grant.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 14, 2003,

NoOTE: H.R. 2474, approved July 14, was assigned
Public Law No. 108-58. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this state-
ment.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
To Implement the United States-
Chile Free Trade Agreement

July 15,2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation and
supporting documents to implement the
United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). The Agreement will further open
Chile’s markets for U.S. manufactured
goods, agricultural products, services, and in-
vestors. It will increase competition and con-
sumer choice. The FTA will enhance pros-
perity in the United States and Chile, serve
the interest of expanding U.S. commerce,
and advance our overall national interest.

The U.S.-Chile FTA is the first United
States free trade agreement with a South
American country. We hope the FTA will
add momentum to Chile’s continued imple-
mentation of the free market economic poli-
cies that have made Chile a model for its
Latin American neighbors. This Agreement
will also encourage other countries in the
Western Hemisphere to follow Chile’s path,
furthering our efforts to establish a Free
Trade Area of the Americas.

My Administration is strongly committed
to securing a level playing field for America’s
workers, farmers, and businesses. The Con-
gress helped advance that policy by passing
Trade Promotion Authority in the Trade Act
of 2002 (the “Trade Act”). The Congress can
help us take another important step by ap-
proving this Agreement and the imple-
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menting legislation. United States workers
and businesses are currently at a competitive
disadvantage in the Chilean market. Chile is
an associate member in Mercosur and has
FTAs with many other countries, including
Canada, Mexico, and the 15 members of the
European Union. Securing an FTA with
Chile will ensure that U.S. workers and busi-
nesses will receive treatment in the Chilean
market that is as good as or better than their
competitors.

In negotiating this FTA, my Administra-
tion was guided by the negotiating objectives
set out in the Trade Act. More than 85 per-
cent of trade in consumer and industrial
goods between the United States and Chile
will be free of duties immediately upon im-
plementation, and most remaining tariffs on
U.S. exports to Chile will be eliminated with-
in 4 years after that. More than three-quar-
ters of U.S. farm goods will enter Chile duty
free within 4 years and all duties on such
goods will be phased out over 12 years. At
the same time, the Agreement includes
measures to ensure that U.S. firms and farm-
ers have an opportunity to adjust to imports
from Chile.

This Agreement opens opportunities for
our services businesses, which now account
for nearly 65 percent of our gross domestic
product and more than 80 percent of em-
ployment in the United States. Chile will
grant substantial market access to U.S. firms
across nearly the entire spectrum of services,
including banking, insurance, securities and
related financial services, express delivery
services, professional services, and tele-
communications.

This Agreement provides for state-of-the-
art intellectual property protection and rec-
ognizes the importance of trade in the digital
age by including significant commitments on
trade in digital products. In addition, it en-
sures that electronic commerce will stay free
of duties and discriminatory rules.

United States citizens and businesses that
invest in Chile will have significant increased
protections. This Agreement promotes rule
of law and enhances transparency and open-
ness in order to foster a more secure environ-
ment for trade and investment. Furthermore,



