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of mass destruction. Both sides agree on the
need for urgent attention to improving the
physical protection and accounting of all nu-
clear, chemical, and biological weapons ma-
terials in all possessor states, and to pre-
venting illicit trafficking in these materials.
We pledge to expand our cooperation on
these matters under the United States-
Kazakhstan Cooperative Threat Reduction
Agreement.

In the spirit of partnership, Kazakhstan
and the United States intend to strengthen
joint activity in ensuring security and stability
in Central Asia. We agree that the expansion
of trade and economic ties among the states
of Central Asia, and deepening of regional
integration in important areas, such as the
environment, water resources, and transpor-
tation systems are a basis for regional secu-
rity. The United States will consider enhanc-
ing assistance programs to Kazakhstan to
strengthen border security and to increase
the defensive capabilities of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

We recognize that free market economies
and the rule of law provide the most effective
means to advance the welfare of our citizens
and the stability of our societies. The United
States and Kazakhstan pledge to advance our
bilateral economic, trade, and investment re-
lations, including through expanded contacts
between the business communities of our
countries. We will strive to further develop
an attractive, transparent and predictable in-
vestment climate. Achieving this goal re-
quires removal of legislative and administra-
tive barriers to investment, strengthening re-
spect for contracts and the rule of law, reduc-
ing corruption, and enhancing Kazakhstan’s
strong record on economic reform.

We also intend to cooperate to advance
Kazakhstan’s integration in the global econ-
omy by supporting Kazakhstan’s accession to
the World Trade Organization on the basis
of standard and agreed criteria, and its grad-
uation from the Jackson-Vanik Amendment.

We affirm our desire to strengthen our en-
ergy partnership to diversify export options
for Kazakhstan’s oil and gas and to diversify
global energy supplies. We share the view
that a key element of this effort is develop-
ment of multiple pipelines that will ensure
delivery of Caspian energy to world markets,

unfettered by monopolies or constrained by
geographic chokepoints. We welcome the re-
cent opening of the Caspian Pipeline Consor-
tium (CPC) Pipeline and underscore our
support for development of the Aktau-Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil export route on commer-
cial terms. We will also work together to pro-
tect the rights of foreign investors and to
abide by decisions of courts, particularly of
international courts of arbitration.

Recognizing that democracy is a corner-
stone of long-term stability, we reaffirm our
desire to strengthen democratic institutions
and processes, such as independent media,
local government, pluralism, and free and
fair elections. We also reiterate our mutual
commitments to advance the rule of law and
promote freedom of religion and other uni-
versal human rights as promoted by the
United Nations and the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, of which
we are both members. Finally, we pledge to
enhance understanding between the citizens
of our two countries by promoting people-
to-people exchanges, initiatives of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and contacts be-
tween business people.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Establishing the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge
December 21, 2001

Today I am very pleased to sign into law
H.R. 1230, which will establish the Detroit
River International Wildlife Refuge, the first-
ever international wildlife refuge.

The Detroit River on the Michigan-Can-
ada border has lost over 95 percent of its
coastal wetland habitat and has been des-
ignated a Waterfowl Habitat Area of Concern
by the Canadian and American governments.
Establishing this International Wildlife Ref-
uge will do a lot to provide this special place
with the protection that it needs.

This area is a prime waterfowl migration
corridor and is considered a special place for
sportsmen, birders, and boaters. An esti-
mated 300,000 diving ducks stop in the River
to rest and feed during their fall migration
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from Canada. At least 65 species of fish live
in the Detroit River, including millions of
walleye.

This innovative legislation enhances pub-
lic-private partnerships for conservation and
habitat restoration. I want to thank the many
area businesses and groups that developed
the conservation vision for the refuge.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 21, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 1230, approved December 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–91.

Statement on Signing the Zimbabwe
Democracy and Economic Recovery
Act of 2001
December 21, 2001

Today I have signed into law S. 494, the
‘‘Zimbabwe Democracy and Economic Re-
covery Act of 2001.’’ This Act symbolizes the
clear bipartisan resolve in the United States
to promoting human rights, good govern-
ance, and economic development in Africa.
My Administration shares fully the Congress’
deep concerns about the political and eco-
nomic hardships visited upon Zimbabwe by
that country’s leadership. I hope the provi-
sions of this important legislation will support
the people of Zimbabwe in their struggle to
effect peaceful democratic change, achieve
economic growth, and restore the rule of law.

Section 4(c) of the Act purports to direct
the executive branch to oppose and vote
against the extension of loans or the cancella-
tion of debt in international financial institu-
tions unless and until I make a certification
or national interest determination. I am con-
cerned that this provision burdens my con-
stitutional authority in the area of foreign af-
fairs to conduct negotiations and cast votes
in international organizations. I will construe
the provision as being subject to my exclusive
authority to negotiate or vote in international
financial institutions.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 21, 2001.

NOTE: S. 494, approved December 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–99.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 17
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the National Security Council.

The White House announced that the
President has invited Prime Minister Leszek
Miller of Poland to visit Washington, DC,
on January 11, 2002.

December 18
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the Homeland Security Council. He also had
telephone conversations with congressional
Democrats concerning proposed economic
stimulus legislation. Later, he met with con-
gressional leaders to discuss proposed eco-
nomic stimulus legislation, and he also gave
them White House Christmas ornaments as
holiday gifts.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Con-
stantine Simitis of Greece to Washington,
DC, on January 10, 2002.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sharon Brown-Hruska to be a
Commissioner of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nancy Dorn to be Deputy Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

The President announced his intention to
designate John Thomas Korsmo as Chairman
of the Federal Housing Finance Board.

December 19
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Vladimir
Putin of Russia to express holiday wishes and
discuss U.S.-Russian relations. Later, he had
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