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Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act

June 15, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006-15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104-45) (the “Act”), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our Embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Deployments of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed
Forces Around the World

June 15, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administration
and consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion (Public Law 93-148), as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress informed about
deployments of U.S. combat-equipped
Armed Forces around the world. This sup-
plemental report covers operations in sup-
port of the war on terror, Kosovo, and Bosnia
and Herzegovina.
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The War on Terror

Since September 24, 2001, I have re-
ported, consistent with Public Law 10740
and the War Powers Resolution, on the com-
bat operations in Afghanistan against al-
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban supporters,
which began on October 7, 2001, and the
deployment of various combat-equipped and
combat-support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central, Pacific, and Southern
Command areas of operation in support of
those operations and of other operations in
our war on terror.

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to self-
defense and to protect U.S. citizens and in-
terests. Such measures may include short-no-
tice deployments of special operations and
other forces for sensitive operations in var-
ious locations throughout the world. It is not
possible to know at this time either the pre-
cise scope or duration of the deployment of
U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter the
terrorist threat to the United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the as-
sistance of numerous coalition partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue
al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate support
to al-Qaida. These operations have been suc-
cessful in seriously degrading al-Qaida’s
training capabilities. United States Armed
Forces, with the assistance of numerous coa-
lition partners in Combined Forces Com-
mand, Afghanistan, ended the Taliban re-
gime and are actively pursuing and engaging
remnant al-Qaida and Taliban fighters in Af-
ghanistan. Approximately 200 U.S. personnel
also are assigned to the International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The
U.N. Security Council authorized the ISAF
in U.N. Security Council Resolution 1386 of
December 20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its
authorization since that time, most recently
for a 12-month period beginning October 13,
2005, in U.N. Security Council Resolution
1623 of September 13, 2005. The mission of
the ISAF under NATO command is to assist
the Government of Afghanistan in creating
a safe and secure environment that allows
reconstruction and the reestablishment of
Afghan authorities. Currently, all 26 NATO
nations contribute to the ISAF. Ten non-
NATO contributing countries also participate
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by providing military and other support per-
sonnel to the ISAF.

The United States continues to detain sev-
eral hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fighters
who are believed to pose a continuing threat
to the United States and its interests. The
combat-equipped and combat-support forces
deployed to Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, in the U.S. Southern Command area
of operations since January 2002 continue to
conduct secure detention operations for the
approximately 460 enemy combatants at
Guantanamo Bay.

The U.N. Security Council authorized a
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under
unified command in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 2004. In
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1637 of
November 8, 2005, the Security Council,
noting the Iraqi government’s request to re-
tain the presence of the MNF, extended the
MNF mandate for a period ending on De-
cember 31, 2006. Under Resolutions 1546
and 1637, the mission of the MNF is to con-
tribute to security and stability in Iraq, as
reconstruction continues. These contribu-
tions have included assisting in building the
capability of the Iraqi security forces and in-
stitutions as the Iraqi people drafted and ap-
proved a constitution and established a con-
stitutionally elected government. The U.S.
contribution to the MNF is approximately
131,000 military personnel.

In furtherance of our efforts against terror-
ists who pose a continuing and imminent
threat to the United States, our friends and
allies, and our forces abroad, the United
States continues to work with friends and al-
lies in areas around the globe. These efforts
include the deployment of U.S. combat-
equipped and combat-support forces to assist
in enhancing the counterterrorism capabili-
ties of our friends and allies. United States
combat-equipped and combat-support forces
continue to be located in the Horn of Africa
region, and the U.S. forces headquarters ele-
ment in Dijibouti provides command and
control support as necessary for military op-
erations against al-Qaida and other inter-
national terrorists in the Horn of Africa re-
gion, including in Yemen. In addition, the
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United States continues to conduct maritime
interception operations on the high seas in
the areas of responsibility of all of the geo-
graphic combatant commanders. These mari-
time operations have the responsibility to
stop the movement, arming, or financing of
international terrorists.

NATO-Led Kosovo Force (KFOR)

As noted in previous reports regarding
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo, the U.N. Security
Council authorized Member States to estab-
lish KFOR in U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mission of
KFOR is to provide an international security
presence in order to deter renewed hos-
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the
terms of the Military Technical Agreement
between NATO and the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (which is now Serbia); enforce
the terms of the Undertaking on Demili-
tarization and Transformation of the former
Kosovo Liberation Army; provide day-to-day
operational direction to the Kosovo Protec-
tion Corps; and maintain a safe and secure
environment to facilitate the work of the
U.N. Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, there are 24 NATO nations
contributing to KFOR. Eleven non-NATO
contributing countries also participate by
providing military personnel and other sup-
port personnel to KFOR. The U.S. contribu-
tion to KFFOR in Kosovo is about 1,700 U.S.
military personnel, or approximately 11 per-
cent of KFOR’s total strength of approxi-
mately 16,000 personnel.

The U.S. forces have been assigned to the
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining
a safe and secure environment remains the
primary military task. The KFOR operates
under NATO command and control and
rules of engagement. The KFOR coordinates
with and supports the UNMIK at most levels;
provides a security presence in towns, vil-
lages, and the countryside; and organizes
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro-
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis-
putes, and help instill in the community a
feeling of confidence.
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In accordance with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1244, UNMIK continues to trans-
fer additional competencies to the Kosovar
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government,
which includes the President, Prime Min-
ister, multiple ministries, and the Kosovo As-
sembly. The UNMIK retains ultimate au-
thority in some sensitive areas such as police,
justice, and ethnic minority affairs.

NATO continues formally to review
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These
reviews provide a basis for assessing current
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans.
The UNMIK international police and the
Kosovo Police Service (KPS) have full re-
sponsibility for public safety and policing
throughout Kosovo. The UNMIK inter-
national police and KPS also have begun to
assume responsibility for guarding patrimo-
nial sites and established border-crossing
checkpoints. The KFOR augments security
in particularly sensitive areas or in response
to particular threats as needed.

NATO Headquarters in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Pursuant to the June 2004 decision made
by NATO Heads of State and Government,
and in accordance with U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1575 of November 22, 2004,
NATO concluded its Stabilization Force op-
erations in Bosnia-Herzegovina and estab-
lished NATO Headquarters-Sarajevo to con-
tinue to assist in implementing the Peace
Agreement in conjunction with a newly es-
tablished European Force. The NATO
Headquarters-Sarajevo, to which approxi-
mately 250 U.S. personnel are assigned, is,
with the European Force, the legal successor
to SFOR. The principal tasks of NATO
Headquarters-Sarajevo are providing advice
on defense reform and performing oper-
ational  supporting  tasks, such as
counterterrorism and supporting the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pur-
suant to my constitutional authority to con-
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duct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-

mander in Chief and Chief Executive. Offi-

cials of my Administration and I commu-

nicate regularly with the leadership and other

Members of Congress with regard to these

deployments, and we will continue to do so.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 15, 2006

Thank you all for coming. Welcome to the
South Lawn. Laura and I are thrilled you're
here. This is called “Rodeo on the South
Lawn.” [Laughter] And we've—first of all,
I want to thank all the Members of the Con-
gress and the Senate who are here. Thanks
for serving the country.

I always take this opportunity to thank
your families on your behalf. I know you do
it all the time, but I know you couldn’t serve
without the support of your loved ones. And
so, for all the family members who are here,
the wives and the husbands and the children
and the grandchildren, welcome. Thanks for
serving the country too.

We got some interesting entertainment for
you tonight. We got some people who can
play music and some people who think they
can play music. [Laughter] We got three
bands, one—the first band will be called The
Compassionates. The leader of that band is
my Chief of Staff, Josh Bolten. Yes. Then
we've got—The Second Amendments will be
playing tonight. That would be Congressman
Collin Peterson, Dave Weldon, Kenny
Hulshof, Thaddeus McCotter—he’s that
rock and roll dude, Thaddeus McCotter—
and Congressman Jon Porter. Once you get
through those two bands, then a real group
of musicians will be here, and we’re fortunate
Riders in the Sky will be playing for you to-
night.

I hope you enjoy this as much as Laura
and I enjoy it. We're really glad you're here.
God bless you all, and God bless our great
country. Please welcome The
Compassionates.



