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NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Rose 
Garden at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Marcus Brooks, brother of Tamara 
Brooks; and Donna Norris, mother of Amber 
Hagerman. S. 151, approved April 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–21. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the 
Prosecutorial Remedies and Other 
Tools to end the Exploitation of 
Children Today Act of 2003

April 30, 2003

Today I have signed into law S. 151, the 
‘‘Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to 
end the Exploitation of Children Today Act 
of 2003,’’ also known as the PROTECT Act. 
This important legislation gives law enforce-
ment authorities valuable new tools to deter, 
detect, investigate, prosecute, and punish 
crimes against America’s children. In par-
ticular, the Act builds upon my Administra-
tion’s ongoing efforts to expand and improve 
the AMBER Alert program to combat child 
abduction, strengthens laws against child 
pornography, and addresses deficiencies in 
Federal sentencing policies and practices. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 108(d)(3) of the Act, which calls for the 
Attorney General to submit recommenda-
tions to the Congress, in a manner consistent 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
to submit for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President judges 
necessary and expedient. 

Section 401(l)(2) of the Act calls for a re-
port to certain committees of the Congress 
by the Attorney General concerning prosecu-
torial actions, including the basis on which 
the Solicitor General decides, in particular 
cases involving departures from sentencing 
guidelines, whether or not to authorize an 
appeal. Were this provision to take effect, the 
executive branch would implement it in a 
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information 
the disclosure of which could impair the de-
liberative processes of the Executive or the 

performance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 30, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 151, approved April 30, was assigned 
Public Law No. 108–21.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
April 30, 2003

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
to the Oval Office a friend and courageous 
person, the President of Colombia. He is de-
termined to fight terror. He is determined 
to fight the flow of narcotics to America. We 
appreciate his determination. We appreciate 
his strength. 

And so it’s my honor to welcome you, Mr. 
President. Before I ask you to speak and be-
fore we answer two questions a side, I do 
want to say that today we issued the road-
map. The roadmap is the beginning of a long 
process to achieve peace in the Middle East. 
In order for there to be a peace in the Middle 
East, it is important for all parties to assume 
the necessary responsibilities to achieve the 
conditions so that peace can happen. That 
starts with fighting off terror, to prevent kill-
ers from disrupting that which most citizens 
want in the Middle East, and that is a peace-
ful, hopeful world. 

I strongly condemn the killings that take 
place in the Middle East in the last couple 
of days. I applaud the words of Abu Mazen, 
the new Prime Minister of the Palestinian 
Authority, who renounced that terror. I look 
forward to spending time and energies to 
move the process forward. 

And finally, Mr. President, you’re here on 
a day in which our country has achieved an-
other notable success in the war against ter-
ror. The Pakistan authorities have detained 
Waleed bin Attash. He’s a killer. He was one 
of the top Al Qaida operatives. And he was 
right below Khalid Sheik Mohammed on the 
organizational chart of Al Qaida. He is one 
less person that people who love freedom 
have to worry about. 
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