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cells in Ohio, New York, Oregon, and Vir-
ginia. We’ve prosecuted terrorist operatives 
and supporters in California and Texas, New 
Jersey, Illinois, Washington, and North Caro-
lina. 

The PATRIOT Act has accomplished ex-
actly what it was designed to do. It has 
helped us detect terror cells, disrupt terrorist 
plots, and save American lives. The bill I sign 
today extends these vital provisions. It also 
gives our Nation new protections and added 
defenses. 

This legislation creates a new position of 
Assistant Attorney General for National Se-
curity. This will allow the Justice Department 
to bring together its national security, 
counterterrorism, counterintelligence, and 
foreign intelligence surveillance operations 
under a single authority. This reorganization 
fulfills one of the critical recommendations 
of the WMD Commission. It will help our 
brave men and women in law enforcement 
connect the dots before the terrorists strike. 

This bill also will help protect Americans 
from the growing threat of methamphet-
amine. Meth is easy to make. It is highly ad-
dictive. It is ruining too many lives across 
our country. The bill introduces common-
sense safeguards that would make many of 
the ingredients used in manufacturing meth 
harder to obtain in bulk and easier for law 
enforcement to track. 

For example, the bill places limits on large- 
scale purchases of over-the-counter drugs 
that are used to manufacture meth. It re-
quires stores to keep these ingredients be-
hind the counter or in locked display cases. 
The bill also increases penalties for smug-
gling and selling of meth. Our Nation is com-
mitted to protecting our citizens and our 
young people from the scourge of meth-
amphetamine. 

The PATRIOT Act has served America 
well, yet we cannot let the fact that America 
has not been attacked since September the 
11th lull us into the illusion that the terrorist 
threat has disappeared. We still face dan-
gerous enemies. The terrorists haven’t lost 
the will or the ability to kill innocent folks. 
Our military, law enforcement, homeland se-
curity, and intelligence professionals are 
working day and night to protect us from this 
threat. We’re safer for their efforts, and we’ll 

continue to give them the tools to get the 
job done. 

And now, it’s my honor to sign the USA 
PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2005. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Charles H. Ramsey, chief, Metro-
politan Police Department of Washington, DC. 
H.R. 3199, approved March 9, was assigned Pub-
lic Law No. 109–177. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Statement on Signing the USA 
PATRIOT Improvement and 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 

March 9, 2006 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3199, 
the ‘‘USA PATRIOT Improvement and Re-
authorization Act of 2005,’’ and then S. 2271, 
the ‘‘USA PATRIOT Act Additional Reau-
thorizing Amendments Act of 2006.’’ The 
bills will help us continue to fight terrorism 
effectively and to combat the use of the ille-
gal drug methamphetamine that is ruining 
too many lives. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
provisions of H.R. 3199 that call for fur-
nishing information to entities outside the ex-
ecutive branch, such as sections 106A and 
119, in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch and to withhold 
information the disclosure of which could im-
pair foreign relations, national security, the 
deliberative processes of the Executive, or 
the performance of the Executive’s constitu-
tional duties. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 756(e)(2) of H.R. 3199, which calls for 
an executive branch official to submit to the 
Congress recommendations for legislative ac-
tion, in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
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the unitary executive branch and to rec-
ommend for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as he judges necessary 
and expedient. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 9, 2006. 

Remarks at the Georgia Republican 
Party’s President’s Day Dinner in 
College Park, Georgia 
March 9, 2006 

Thank you all. I appreciate you coming. 
Please be seated. Thanks for being here. I 
appreciate the warm reception. Thanks for 
letting me come back to Georgia. I’m proud 
to be here to help support the Republican 
Party of Georgia, which is changing this State 
for the better. 

And I’m proud to be introduced by Sonny 
Perdue, who is doing a heck of a good job 
as the Governor of this State. So here’s the 
thing I like about Sonny: One, he married 
well—[laughter]—where’s Mary? Oh, there 
she is. Hi, Mary, good to see you. Thanks 
for being here. Secondly, he said his favorite 
title in life is not ‘‘Governor’’ but ‘‘Big 
Buddy.’’ [Laughter] You know who calls him 
‘‘Big Buddy?’’ His grandkids. Sonny has got 
his priorities straight. I’m proud to call him 
friend, and I know you’re proud to call him 
Governor. 

By the way, Mary, Laura sends her very 
best and her love. Laura is a remarkable per-
son. She is patient, especially to be married 
to me. [Laughter] One of the things that I 
love about being the President is, well, I’ve 
got a 45-second commute—[laughter]—and 
when I get home, there’s a person there who 
is a wonderful partner in serving our country. 
She understands what I know: It’s a huge 
honor to be the First Couple of the United 
States. And she is making an enormous dif-
ference in the lives of people in west Texas- 
type ways. And so she sends her love and 
sends her best. 

I want to thank the—first of all, let me 
say something about your two United States 
Senators—they had votes, and that’s good 
that they stayed there to do the job that you 

send them to do. I was incredibly proud to 
watch them help shepherd through two Su-
preme Court Justices I named. When I cam-
paigned in Georgia, I said, ‘‘If you elect me 
to be President, I will name people to the 
bench who will strictly interpret the Con-
stitution and not try to write laws from the 
bench.’’ I did so with Chief Justice Roberts, 
Judge Alito. And Senator Saxby Chambliss 
and Johnny Isakson were strong supporters 
for those nominees. 

I want to thank the Members of the 
United States Congress who have joined us 
here today: Nathan Deal from north Georgia; 
John Linder; Phil Gingrey; Lynn Westmore-
land; and Tom Price. Thank you all for join-
ing us. We spent some quality time on Air 
Force One flying down here. These are smart 
people. They never pass up a free flight when 
they’re offered one. [Laughter] But I enjoy 
them. They’re good folks—good, down-to- 
earth, decent folks serving the State of the 
Georgia in the United States Congress, and 
I’m proud to call them friends. 

I want to thank Glenn Richardson, who 
is the speaker of the house. I want to thank 
Eric Johnson, the president pro tem of the 
State senate. I want to thank all those who 
are serving in the statehouse. It’s a—it is an 
important job. 

You know things are changing in Georgia 
when you say welcome to the speaker— 
[laughter]—and welcome to the leader of the 
senate. The Republican Party here has done 
a good job of establishing a grassroots polit-
ical base that is not only helping people like 
me, but it’s changing the statehouse for the 
better in the State of Georgia. 

I want to thank Alec Poitevint, the mighty 
chairman and national committeeman of the 
great State of Georgia. Alec, good to see you, 
and Doreen is here. Alec has got his priorities 
straight. I’ve known him for a long period 
of time. We’re quite familiar with each other. 
He said, ‘‘How many turkeys you got on your 
ranch?’’ I said, ‘‘I haven’t been counting 
them lately.’’ He says, ‘‘Well, I’ve been 
counting them on mine.’’ The man’s got his 
priorities straight. [Laughter] 

I want to thank people who are running 
for office. I appreciate you willing to put your 
name on the line. I want to thank you for 
your willingness to get out and shake hands 
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