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This bill upgrades our transportation infra-
structure, and it will help save lives. The bill 
establishes a safety belt incentive grant pro-
gram, which will provide incentives for States 
to adopt laws that increase seat belt usage. 
Under this bill, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration will set stability stand-
ards to help prevent vehicle rollovers. 

In other words, this is more than just a 
highway bill; it’s a safety bill. The American 
people expect us to provide them with the 
safest possible transportation system, and this 
bill helps fulfill that obligation. This law 
makes our highways and mass transit systems 
safer and better, and it will help more people 
find work. And it accomplishes goals in a fis-
cally responsible way. We are not raising gas-
oline taxes in order to pay for this bill. 

Our Secretary of Transportation, Norm 
Mineta, will work to ensure that taxpayers 
get the most from this bill and that projects 
are delivered on time and on budget. 

The United States Congress can be proud 
of what it has achieved in the Transportation 
Equity Act, and I’m proud to be right here 
in Denny Hastert’s district to sign it. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. in the 
Caterpillar-Aurora Facility. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich of Illinois; and 
Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago, IL. At the 
time of publication, H.R. 3, approved August 10, 
had not been received by the Office of the Federal 
Register for assignment of a Public Law number. 

Statement on Signing the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 
for Users 
August 10, 2005 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3, the 
‘‘Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for 
Users.’’ The Act is designed to improve the 
Nation’s highway safety, modernize roads, re-
duce traffic congestion, and create jobs. 

Sections 1909, 1141, and 1142 of the Act 
establish commissions—solely to provide ad-
vice on transportation systems, motor vehicle 
taxes, and infrastructure financing—whose 

memberships are predominantly or wholly 
appointed by Members of the Congress. The 
executive branch shall construe these provi-
sions, including subsections 1909(b), 1141(f), 
and 1142(g), relating to access by the com-
missions to agency information, in a manner 
consistent with the constitutional authority of 
the President to supervise the unitary execu-
tive branch and to withhold information the 
disclosure of which could impair the delib-
erative processes of the Executive or the per-
formance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. Also, the executive branch shall con-
strue section 1914(a) of the Act, which pur-
ports to require execution of that section in 
consultation with congressional committees, 
as calling for, but not mandating, such con-
sultation, as is consistent with the constitu-
tional provisions concerning the separate 
powers of the Congress to legislate and the 
President to execute the laws. 

Provisions of the Act—including sections 
2003(f)(3)(B), 2016(d), 3011(f), and 3016(c), 
section 5503(f) of title 49, United States 
Code, as contained in section 4149 of the 
Act, and section 111(d)(4)(F) of title 49, as 
contained in section 5601 of the Act—pur-
port to require executive branch officials to 
submit legislative recommendations to the 
Congress. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner consistent 
with the Constitution’s commitment to the 
President of the authority to submit for the 
consideration of the Congress such measures 
as the President judges necessary and expe-
dient and to supervise the unitary executive 
branch. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
described qualifications and lists of nominees 
under section 4305(b) as recommendations 
only, consistent with the provisions of the Ap-
pointments Clause of the Constitution. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 5305(g)(3) of the Act to be a statute to 
which section 552(b)(3)(A) of title 5, United 
States Code, refers, as the text and structure 
of section 5305(g) indicate. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 326(e) of title 23, United States Code, 
as contained in section 6004 of the bill, which 
deems a State agency to be a Federal agency 
for certain purposes in limited cir-
cumstances, in a manner consistent with the 
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President’s exclusive constitutional authority 
to faithfully execute the laws and supervise 
the unitary executive branch, and with prop-
er regard for the role of the States in our 
Federal system. 

The executive branch shall implement sec-
tion 39 of title 18, United States Code, as 
contained in section 4143 of the Act, and sec-
tion 5121 of title 49, as contained in section 
7018 of the Act, which relate to warrantless 
searches and seizures of vehicles, drivers, 
cargo, property, packages, and records, in a 
manner consistent with the Fourth Amend-
ment to the Constitution. 

Section 1603 of the Act refers to legislative 
reports accompanying prior public laws as if 
they had binding legal effect. Such reports 
do not satisfy the constitutional requirements 
of bicameral approval and presentment to 
the President needed to give them the force 
of law. 

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions of the Act that make legislative classi-
fications based on race, ethnicity, or gender 
in a manner consistent with the requirement 
of the Due Process Clause of the Fifth 
Amendment to afford equal protection of the 
laws. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
August 10, 2005. 

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 3, ap-
proved August 10, had not been received by the 
Office of the Federal Register for assignment of 
a Public Law number. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this state-
ment. 

The President’s News Conference in 
Crawford, Texas 
August 11, 2005 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
I’m pleased to welcome Secretary Rumsfeld 
and members of his team back to Crawford, 
and I’m pleased to welcome Secretary Rice 
and her team. We just had a meeting with 
the—the Vice President and I had a meeting 
with the defense team and earlier this morn-
ing with Condi Rice and Don Rumsfeld. 

We’ll have a joint luncheon, and then we’ll 
visit with the Secretary of State’s folks. 

We discussed recent developments in Iraq, 
including the political progress that is taking 
place in that country. Despite the acts of vio-
lence by the enemies of freedom, Iraq’s 
elected leaders are now finishing work on a 
democratic constitution. And later this year, 
that constitution will be put before the Iraqi 
people for their approval. 

The establishment of a democratic con-
stitution is a critical step on the path to Iraqi 
self-reliance. Iraqis are taking control of their 
country. They’re building a free nation that 
can govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself. 

And we’re helping them succeed. We have 
a strategy to help them succeed. On the one 
hand, we’re hunting down the terrorists, and 
we’re training the Iraqi security forces so 
Iraqis can defend themselves. Our approach 
can be summed up this way: As Iraqis stand 
up, we will stand down. And when that mis-
sion of defeating the terrorists in Iraq is com-
plete, our troops will come home to a proud 
and grateful nation. The mission in Iraq is 
tough, because the enemy understands the 
stakes. A free Iraq in the heart of the Middle 
East will deliver a serious blow to their hate-
ful ideology. 

The second part of our strategy is to help 
freedom prevail in Iraq. The recent violence 
in Iraq is a grim reminder of the brutal en-
emies we face in the war on terror. And we 
are a nation at war. The war arrived on our 
shores on September the 11th, 2001. And 
since that day, the terrorists have continued 
to kill. They have killed in Madrid and 
Istanbul and Jakarta and Casablanca and Ri-
yadh and Bali and London and elsewhere, 
and they are determined to do more harm. 
And they kill indiscriminately. In other 
words, they don’t care who they kill. 

And they kill because they’re trying to 
shake our will. They’re trying to drive free 
nations out of parts of the world, so they can 
topple governments across the Middle East 
and establish Taliban-like regimes in the 
Middle East and turn that region into a 
launching pad for attacks against free people. 
And they will fail. 

After September the 11th, I made a com-
mitment to the American people that this 
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