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too many leaks of classified information in 
Washington. There’s leaks at the executive 
branch; there’s leaks in the legislative branch. 
There’s just too many leaks. And if there is 
a leak out of my administration, I want to 
know who it is. And if the person has violated 
law, the person will be taken care of. 

And so I welcome the investigation. I’m 
absolutely confident that the Justice Depart-
ment will do a very good job. There’s a spe-
cial division of career Justice Department of-
ficials who are tasked with doing this kind 
of work. They have done this kind of work 
before in Washington this year. I have told 
our administration—people in my adminis-
tration to be fully cooperative. 

I want to know the truth. If anybody has 
got any information, inside our administra-
tion or outside our administration, it would 
be helpful if they came forward with the in-
formation so we can find out whether or not 
these allegations are true and get on about 
the business. 

Yes, let’s see, Kemper [Bob Kemper, Chi-
cago Tribune]. He’s from Chicago. Where 
are you? Are you a Cubs or White Sox fan? 
[Laughter] Wait a minute. That doesn’t seem 
fair, does it? [Laughter] 

Q. Yesterday we were told that Karl Rove 
had no role in it. 

The President. Yes. 
Q. Have you talked to Karl, and do you 

have confidence in him——
The President. Listen, I know of no-

body—I don’t know of anybody in my admin-
istration who leaked classified information. If 
somebody did leak classified information, I’d 
like to know it, and we’ll take the appropriate 
action. And this investigation is a good thing. 

And again I repeat, you know, Washington 
is a town where there’s all kinds of allega-
tions. You’ve heard much of the allegations. 
And if people have got solid information, 
please come forward with it. And that would 
be people inside the information who are the 
so-called anonymous sources, or people out-
side the information—outside the adminis-
tration. And we can clarify this thing very 
quickly if people who have got solid evidence 
would come forward and speak out. And I 

would hope they would. And then we’ll get 
to the bottom of this and move on. 

But I want to tell you something, leaks of 
classified information are a bad thing. And 
we’ve had them—there’s too much leaking 
in Washington. That’s just the way it is. And 
we’ve had leaks out of the administrative 
branch, had leaks out of the legislative 
branch, and out of the executive branch and 
the legislative branch, and I’ve spoken out 
consistently against them, and I want to know 
who the leakers are. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. at the 
University of Chicago. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago and Chi-
cago Cubs baseball player Sammy Sosa. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act, 2004
September 30, 2003

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2657, 
the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 
2004’’ for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2004, and making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for fiscal year 2003. 

Section 103 of the Act establishes in the 
House of Representatives an Office of Inter-
parliamentary Affairs. To ensure consistency 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
to conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs, the 
executive branch shall construe section 103 
as assigning the Office functions limited to 
protocol and travel support for the House 
of Representatives. 

Several provisions of the Act make speci-
fied changes in statements of managers of 
the House-Senate conference committees 
that accompanied various bills reported from 
conference that ultimately became laws. As 
with other committee materials, statements 
of managers accompanying a conference re-
port do not have the force of law. Accord-
ingly, although changes to these statements 
are directed by the terms of the statute, the 

VerDate jul 14 2003 09:59 Oct 07, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P40OCT4.003 P40OCT4



1288 Sept. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

statements themselves are not legally bind-
ing. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 30, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 2657, approved September 30, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–83. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement.

Memorandum on Transfer of Funds 
From International Organizations 
and Programs Funds to the Child 
Survival and Health Programs Fund 

September 30, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–41

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Transfer of Funds from 
International Organizations and Programs 
(IO&P) Funds to the Child Survival and 
Health Programs Fund

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 610 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (FAA), 
I hereby determine it necessary for the pur-
poses of the FAA that the $25 million in FY 
2003 International Organizations and Pro-
grams funds that were reserved to be allo-
cated for the United Nations Population 
Fund be transferred to, and consolidated 
with, the Child Survival and Health Programs 
Fund, and such funds are hereby transferred 
and consolidated. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
report this determination to the Congress 
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on Reallocation of 
Funds Previously Transferred From 
the Emergency Response Fund 

September 30, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In order to continue responses necessary 

as a result of the September 11th terrorist 
attacks, I am notifying the Congress of my 
intent to reallocate funds previously trans-
ferred from the Emergency Response Fund 
(ERF). 

At this time, $290 million of ERF funds 
will be transferred to the Department of 
State to accelerate a variety of initiatives al-
ready underway in Afghanistan. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on Providing Funds 
for the Department of Homeland 
Security’s Counterterrorism Fund 

September 30, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of the Con-

solidated Appropriations Act, 2001 (Public 
Law 106–554), and the Consolidated Appro-
priations Resolution, 2003 (Public Law 108–
7), I hereby request and make available 
$38,100,000 for the Department of Home-
land Security’s Counterterrorism Fund. Of 
these funds, I hereby designate $28,748,918 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
Public Law 106–554. 

These funds would allow the Department 
of Homeland Security to continue to improve 
the security at our Nation’s ports by deploy-
ing radiation monitoring devices nationwide 
and strengthening the system that is used to 
identify potential threats posed by inter-
national cargo shipments and international 
passengers. 
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