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them to disrupt the finances, the travel, the
communications. We will find them in their
hiding places, and we’ll get them moving, and
we’ll bring them to justice. Make no mistake
about it.

Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Yes, Patsy [Patricia Wil-

son, Reuters].

Middle East Cease-Fire
Q. Do you think the Middle East cease-

fire will hold? And what do you think the
next step should be for both the Israelis and
the Palestinians?

President Bush. We’ve had very positive
developments in the Middle East today, and
it’s one of the subjects that my friend and
I will discuss. I was very pleased by the state-
ments by Chairman Arafat, followed by the
strong statements by the Israelis that they
would stand down troops.

And I hope in my heart of hearts that out
of this evil comes good. I think it will; I’m
a very optimistic person. And one of the
goods that can come is that people involved
with the Middle East conflict, that both lead-
ers here want to resolve, realize that a ter-
rorist way of life is not going to lead to a
peaceful resolution for people.

The next step, of course, is to stay involved
in the region, is to work with both the Pal-
estinians and the Israelis to encourage them
to seize the moment, to hold Mr. Arafat to
his word that he will fight violence, and to
encourage the Israelis to sit down and have
meaningful dialog, with the attempt to get
into the Mitchell process. And it’s a glimmer
of hope that all of us hope that the parties
involved will seize.

U.S. Response to Terrorist Attacks
Q. Mr. President, how will this new war

be fought, this new war against terrorism?
President Bush. It is new, and it’s impor-

tant for the world to understand that there
are no beaches to storm, there are no islands
to conquer, there are no battle lines to be
drawn. It’s a war that is going to take an inter-
national effort. It’s going to take all of us to
gather the necessary intelligence, the nec-
essary information, to be able to find the lo-
cation of terrorists, to work with governments
to smoke them out of their safe houses, to

get them moving, and then have the courage
to bring them to justice.

My Government will commit whatever re-
sources is necessary to be effective in this
all-important cause. I repeat: We’re fighting
for liberty and freedom, a way of life that
is so essential for humankind, mankind to be
able to realize their full potential. And we
are focused on achieving the goal.

There’s going to be a time when free na-
tions settle into what is viewed as an ordinary
life, and I hope that happens soon; I hope
that happens soon. But make no mistake
about it: My goal, my intentions will not di-
minish with time. I am absolutely—I know
that we are called to respond to terror now.
This is the time, and the world is ready for
leadership. And Jacques Chirac is ready to
provide that leadership, as am I.

I want to thank you all for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. President Chirac spoke in
French, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Statement on Signing Legislation To
Create the Brown v. Board of
Education 50th Anniversary
Commission
September 18, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2133,
to create the ‘‘Brown v. Board of Education
50th Anniversary Commission.’’ The Com-
mission will advise the Secretary of Edu-
cation on activities to help celebrate one of
the most important decisions ever issued by
the U.S. Supreme Court—the decision that
recognized the constitutional right to free-
dom from racial discrimination in our public
schools. Establishing a commission to help
celebrate the decision is particularly appro-
priate as we work to secure passage by the
Congress of my Administration’s educational
initiatives, so that we leave no child behind.

Consistent with the requirements of the
Appointments Clause of the Constitution, I
welcome the participation, in an advisory ca-
pacity on the commission, of representatives
of the Judiciary; the Brown Foundation for
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Education Equity, Excellence, and Research;
the NAACP Legal Defense and Education
Fund; and the Brown v. Board of Education
National Historic Site in the activities of the
commission. While the Constitution does not
permit them to participate in the perform-
ance of executive functions, their advice will
be crucial to the effective functioning of the
commission. As I exercise my constitutional
power of appointment to name 11 members
of the commission, under the Appointments
Clause and the enabling legislation, I wel-
come, as a matter of comity, the suggestions
of the congressional leadership for those po-
sitions.

I look forward to the national celebration
in 2004 of the 50th anniversary of the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board
of Education.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 18, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2133, approved September 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–41. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 19.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Megawati Sukarnoputri of
Indonesia and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 19, 2001

President Bush. President Megawati was
just telling me she had visited Washington
during President Kennedy’s time. It is my
honor to welcome you back to Washington
and to the Oval Office as President of your
great nation.

I look forward to having a very good dis-
cussion about our relations, as well as what
we’re going to do, as people who love free-
dom, about terrorism. I want to thank you
very much for your strong statements of sup-
port for the American people and your strong
statement against terrorist activities. It meant
a lot to us. You represent the nation with
the most Muslim people in the world. I’ve
made it clear, Madam President, that the war
against terrorism is not a war against Mus-
lims, nor is it a war against Arabs. It’s a war

against evil people who conduct crimes
against innocent people.

And so, welcome to Washington, DC. I
look forward to a long discussion. I appre-
ciate so very much your vision for your very
important country. Welcome.

President Megawati. Thank you, Mr.
President. I will speak in Indonesian. I’m
very honored to be your guest here today,
even though we are in a moment of grief.
I would like to express on behalf of the peo-
ple and Government of Indonesia our deep-
est condolences to the American people. And
we share this moment of grief with you.

I also want to say thank you, because even
though you’re having a difficult time, you’re
still able to meet me in this place which I’m
quite familiar with. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

The President. Yes. Ron [Ron Fournier,
Associated Press].

U.S. Response to Nations Harboring
Terrorists

Q. Mr. President, do you have any reason
to believe Iraq is connected with the terrorist
attack? And if so, what would your response
be?

And could I ask your guest if she could
respond to her Vice President saying that the
tragedy would cleanse the sins of the United
States?

President Bush. First, let me—anybody
who harbors terrorists needs to fear the
United States and the rest of the free world.
Anybody who houses a terrorist, encourages
terrorism will be held accountable. And we
are gathering all evidence on this particular
crime and other crimes against freedom-
loving people.

And I would strongly urge any nation in
the world to reject terrorism, expel terrorists.
I would strongly urge the Taliban to turn
over the Al Qaida organizers who hide in
their country. We’re—we’re on the case.
We’re gathering as much evidence as we pos-
sibly can to be able to make our case to the
world about all countries and their willing-
ness to harbor or not harbor terrorists.

Q. A specific message to Iraq?
President Bush. The message to every

country is, there will be a campaign against
terrorist activity, a worldwide campaign. And
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