


school, KSM left Kuwait to enroll at Chowan College, a small Baptist school
in Murfreesboro, North Carolina. After a semester at Chowan, KSM transferred
to North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University in Greensboro,
which he attended with Yousef’s brother, another future al Qaeda member.
KSM earned a degree in mechanical engineering in December 1986.









that Bin Ladin likely agreed to meet with him because of the renown of his
nephew, Yousef.10



KSM then accepted Bin Ladin’s standing invitation to move to Kandahar
and work directly with al Qaeda. In addition to supervising the planning and
preparations for the 9/11 operation, KSM worked with and eventually led al
Qaeda’s media committee. But KSM states he refused to swear a formal oath















The Plan Evolves
Bin Ladin reportedly discussed the planes operation with KSM and Atef in a
series of meetings in the spring of 1999 at the al Matar complex near Kanda-



Khallad was released sometime during the summer of 1999, after his father



Aynak, he says he did visit the camp while traveling from Kandahar to Kabul
with Bin Ladin and others.48

The Mes Aynak training camp was located in an abandoned Russian cop-
per mine near Kabul. The camp opened in 1999, after the United States had
destroyed the training camp near Khowst with cruise missiles in August 1998,
and before the Taliban granted al Qaeda permission to open the al Farug camp



puter games, viewing movies that featured hijackings, and reading flight sched-



the flight, testing security by carrying a box cutter in his toiletries kit onto the
flight to Hong Kong. Khallad returned to Bangkok the following day. At the
airport, the security officials searched his carry-on bag and even opened the toi-
letries kit, but just glanced at the contents and let him pass. On this flight, Khal-
lad waited until most of the first-class passengers were dozing, then got up and
removed the kit from his carry-on. None of the flight attendants took notice.5®

After completing his casing mission, Khallad returned to Kuala Lumpur.

































now estimates that it cost al Qaeda about $30 million per year to sustain its






manipulation of the stock market based on its advance knowledge of the 9/11








