


set a bomb in an attempt to kill U.S. troops in Aden in 1992. State Department
sources even saw suspicious links with Omar Abdel Rahman, the “Blind
Sheikh” in the New York area, commenting that Bin Ladin seemed “commit-
ted to financing ‘Jihads’ against ‘anti Islamic’ regimes worldwide.” After the
department designated Sudan a state sponsor of terrorism in 1993, it put Bin
Ladin on its TIPOFF watchlist, a move that might have prevented his getting






growing Islamic extremism in Pakistan, State Department officials worried most
about an arms race and possible war between Pakistan and India.After May 1998,






Military officers reviewed the capture plan and, according to “Mike,”
“found no showstoppers.”The commander of Delta Force felt “uncomfortable”






it, from the vantage point of the driver looking through a muddy windshield






that a soil sample from the vicinity of the al Shifa plant had tested positive for
EMPTA, a precursor chemical forVX, a nerve gas whose lone use was for mass
killing. Two days before the embassy bombings, Clarke’s staff wrote that Bin

Ladin“has invested in and almost certainly has access toVX produced at a plant
in Sudan.”43



president who fakes a war to distract public attention from a domestic scandal.






the May 1998 presidential directive (after expressions of concern by Attor-
ney General Reno,among others), that directive contained an exception that
permitted the CSG to report directly to the principals if Berger so elected.
In practice, the CSG often reported not even to the full Principals Commit-















Northern Alliance with Pashtun groups. One U.S. diplomat later told us that
the exile groups were not ready to move forward and that coordinating frac-
tious groups residing in Bonn, Rome, and Cyprus proved extremely difficult.85



on the battlefield against the Northern Alliance—and criminalize giving them
arms and providing military “advisers,” which Pakistan had been doing.






been given additional resources for such efforts, both it and the CIA were hav-






hijacking concern and the antiaircraft missile threat. To address the hijack-
ing warning, the group agreed that New York airports should go to maxi-
mum security starting that weekend. They agreed to boost security at other
East coast airports. The CIA agreed to distribute versions of the report to
the FBI and FAA to pass to the New York Police Department and the air-
lines. The FAA issued a security directive on December 8, with specific






the cruise missile strike against Kandahar, the CIA’ leaders urged strengthen-
ing the language to allow the tribals to be paid whether Bin Ladin was cap-
tured or



but they had



effect. On January 12, 1999, Clarke wrote Berger that the CIA’ confidence in
the tribals’ reporting had increased. It was now higher than it had been on
December 20.133

In February 1999, Allen proposed flying a U-2 mission over Afghanistan to






The same was true for the option of using ground units from the Special
Operations Command. Within the command, some officers—such as
Schoomaker—wanted the mission of “putting boots on the ground” to get at
Bin Ladin and al Qaeda. At the time, Special Operations was designated as a
“supporting command,” not a “supported command”: that is, it supported a
theater commander and did not prepare its own plans for dealing with al
Qaeda. Schoomaker proposed to Shelton and Cohen that Special Operations
become a supported command, but the proposal was not adopted. Had it been



attempt to gather intelligence and wait for an opportunity. One Special Oper-






mat that the UAE valued its relations with the Taliban because the Afghan rad-












United States intersected. By early December, the CIA rated this possibility at





