








humiliation cannot be demolished except in a rain of bullets.”10 For those
yearning for a lost sense of order in an older, more tranquil world, he offers his
“Caliphate” as an imagined alternative to today’s uncertainty. For others, he









Finally, Bin Ladin had another advantage: a substantial, worldwide organi-
zation. By the time he issued his February 1998 declaration of war, Bin Ladin
had nurtured that organization for nearly ten years. He could attract, train, and
use recruits for ever more ambitious attacks, rallying new adherents with each
demonstration that his was the movement of the future.



activity.He and the cleric Azzam had joined in creating a “Bureau of Services”
(Mektab al Khidmat, or MAK), which channeled recruits into Afghanistan.22

The international environment for Bin Ladin’s efforts was ideal. Saudi Ara-
bia and the United States supplied billions of dollars worth of secret assistance





son,Arizona, in the late 1980s, went as far afield as China, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, and the former Soviet states of Ukraine and Belarus.35

Bin Ladin’s impressive array of offices covertly provided financial and other







almost every corner of the Muslim world. His vision mirrored that of Sudan’s
Islamist leader,Turabi,who convened a series of meetings under the label Pop-
ular Arab and Islamic Conference around the time of Bin Ladin’s arrival in that
country. Delegations of violent Islamist extremists came from all the groups
represented in Bin Ladin’s Islamic Army Shura.Representatives also came from
organizations such as the Palestine Liberation Organization, Hamas, and
Hezbollah.51

Turabi sought to persuade Shiites and Sunnis to put aside their divisions and
join against the common enemy. In late 1991 or 1992, discussions in Sudan
between al Qaeda and Iranian operatives led to an informal agreement to coop-
erate in providing support—even if only training—for actions carried out pri-
marily against Israel and the United States.Not long afterward, senior al Qaeda



Sudan Becomes a Doubtful Haven
Not until 1998 did al Qaeda undertake a major terrorist operation of its own,
in large part because Bin Ladin lost his base in Sudan. Ever since the Islamist











fited from the broad infrastructure of such facilities in Afghanistan made avail-
able to the global network of Islamist movements. U.S. intelligence estimates
put the total number of fighters who underwent instruction in Bin Ladin–sup-
ported camps in Afghanistan from 1996 through 9/11 at 10,000 to 20,000.



The Embassy Bombings
As early as December 1993, a team of al Qaeda operatives had begun casing
targets in Nairobi for future attacks. It was led by Ali Mohamed, a former
Egyptian army officer who had moved to the United States in the mid-1980s,
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