


Saudi students and seek assistance at local mosques.He counted on their break-
ing off any such relationships once they moved to the East Coast.6







ing in Los Angeles with plans to carry out an attack. Abdullah allegedly told



intended to move in because the apartment was too messy.When the landlord
refused to refund the deposit, Mihdhar became belligerent. The landlord
remembers him “ranting and raving” as if he were “psychotic.”27

Hazmi and Mihdhar finally found a room to rent in the home of an indi-
vidual they had met at a mosque in San Diego.According to the homeowner,





on jets right away.Convinced that the two were either joking or dreaming, the
pilot responded that no such school existed. Other instructors who worked
with Hazmi and Mihdhar remember them as poor students who focused on
learning to control the aircraft in flight but took no interest in takeoffs or land-







to his trips, Jarrah made hundreds of phone calls to her and communicated fre-
quently by email.51

Jarrah was supposed to be joined at FFTC by Ramzi Binalshibh, who even
sent the school a deposit. But Binalshibh could not obtain a U.S. visa. His first
applications in May and June 2000 were denied because he lacked established
ties in Germany ensuring his return from a trip to the United States. In Sep-
tember, he went home to Yemen to apply for a visa from there, but was denied















Five more—Wail al Shehri,Waleed al Shehri,Abdul Aziz al Omari,Mohand
al Shehri, and Ahmed al Nami—came from Asir Province, a poor region in
southwestern Saudi Arabia that borders Yemen; this weakly policed area is
sometimes called “the wild frontier.”Wail and Waleed al Shehri were brothers.
All five in this group had begun university studies. Omari had graduated with
honors from high school, had attained a degree from the Imam Muhammad
Ibn Saud Islamic University, was married, and had a daughter.87

The three remaining muscle hijackers from Saudi Arabia were Satam al
Suqami, Majed Moqed, and Salem al Hazmi. Suqami came from Riyadh.
Moqed hailed from a small town called Annakhil, west of Medina. Suqami had
very little education, and Moqed had dropped out of university. Neither
Suqami nor Moqed appears to have had ties to the other,or to any of the other
operatives, before getting involved with extremists, probably by 1999.88





ing to provide extra security. He encouraged Bin Ladin to use them. Khallad
claims to have been closest with Saeed al Ghamdi, whom he convinced to



arriving for the first time, and still others may have been returning after prior



only a handful of al Qaeda operatives who, according to KSM, was aware of
the full details of the planned planes operation. Abu Turab taught the opera-
tives how to conduct hijackings, disarm air marshals, and handle explosives.He



the muscle hijackers that they would be met by Atta at the airport. Hawsawi
also facilitated some of the operation’s financing.113

The muscle hijackers began arriving in the United States in late April 2001.
In most cases, they traveled in pairs on tourist visas and entered the United
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lacked visas; they returned to Florida that same day. They likely took this trip
to renew Suqami’s immigration status,as Suqami’s legal stay in the United States
ended May 21.131

On July 30, Shehri traveled alone from Fort Lauderdale to Boston. He flew
to San Francisco the next day, where he stayed one night before returning via

















authorities in the near future. Finally, according to an uncorroborated witness







time working out at a gym. On the final night before the attacks, they lodged




